
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
(1) Approve submission of a grant application to the Florida Department of Health requesting 
the allocation of $307,668.00 through their Emergency Medical Services County Grant 
Program; (2) approve and authorize the Chairman to execute a supporting resolution that 
certifies use of the funds; and (3) authorize the Chairman to execute any other documents
required for the grant application submission.

BACKGROUND:

The Florida Department of Health provides annual funding to local government for the 
improvement and expansion of emergency medical services (EMS).  These dollars are 
deposited into the state EMS Trust Fund from traffic fine surcharges as specified in FS
401.113(1).   

Staff received notification that the FY 2009/10 allotment to Seminole County is $307,688.00.  
For the funds to be received, the county must submit an application identifying how the dollars 
will be utilized and accepting the terms and conditions of the grant.  The proposed projects are 
to purchase and install Tone Alerting and Simulation Lab equipment, and to secure National 
Accreditation of the Fire Division for EMS Services.  Please see the attached abstract for more 
project information and the attached draft application for the grant terms and conditions.  

Also, the grantor requires with the application a current resolution from the Board certifying the 
grant funds will improve and expand the county pre-hospital EMS system and will not be used 
to supplant current levels of county expenditures.  Such resolution is attached for Board 
approval. 

Although there is no match required for the grant, the cost of the three projects combined 
exceeds the current award amount.  The existing balance in the EMS Trust Fund from 
previous awards combined with the current award is more than sufficient to accommodate the 
proposed project costs.  The budget amendment request to allocate the anticipated revenue
and expenditures will be presented for Board approval upon notice of grant award. 
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SUBJECT: Emergency Medical Services County Grant Program - Grant Application and
Resolution

DEPARTMENT: Fiscal Services DIVISION: Administration - Fiscal Services

AUTHORIZED BY: Lisa Spriggs CONTACT: Tad Stone, Jennifer Bero EXT: 5001, 7163

County-wide Jennifer Bero



STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Board approve to submit a grant application to the Florida 
Department of Health requesting the allocation of $307,668.00 through their Emergency 
Medical Services County Grant Program; approve and authorize the Chairman to execute a 
supporting resolution that certifies use of the funds; and authorize the Chairman to execute 
any other documents required for the application submission.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Project Summary
2. Resolution
3. Application with Grant Terms

Additionally Reviewed By:

Budget Review ( Lisa Spriggs )

County Attorney Review ( Arnold Schneider )



 
GRANT PROPOSAL REVIEW FORM – ABSTRACT 

GRANTS ADMINISTRATION DIVISION 
 

 
 
FUNDER:     Florida Department of Health        
 
DATE DUE:    January 29, 2010         
  
PROJECT TITLE:   Tone Alerting Project; Simulation Lab Project; National Accreditation  
 
DEPARTMENT:   Public Safety          
 
PROJECT MANAGER:     Tad Stone, Public Safety Department Director     
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:   The following describes the three proposed projects: 
 

(1) The existing Motorola 2 Tone does not allow for the simultaneous alerting and 
notification of EMS/Fire/Rescue system (which includes all providers operating within Seminole 
County) and this has a direct impact on overall countywide response times.  The “Motorola 2 
tone” system broadcasts in sequential tones causing up to a 60 second delay in the 
EMS/Fire/Rescue notification and alerting process. The current RF/Analog system does not meet 
the requirements of NFPA 1221 or NFPA 1710. There are not any redundant EMS/Fire/Rescue 
notification platforms in place in the event of any failure in the current system. This proposed 
system will capture the framework of the existing FCC licensed VHF frequencies as well as the 
fiber optic network in place throughout the county. This will move the alert toning and 
notification system to a complete digital format and reduce ALL notifications to less than 1 
second. This system will also provide redundancy to the notification system. The County has 
advertised and received all the necessary information through a RFP/RFI process and has 
negotiated with a vendor for the best and lowest fixed price. ($553,350.00)   

 
(2) The EMS simulation lab will utilize 3 previously unused rooms at the Fire 

Training Center. The spaced will be utilized for dedicated Emergency Medical Services 
simulation training and will consist of a small classroom area, a simulation area and an 
observation area. The simulation area will mimic several scenarios typically encountered in the 
home environment such as a child’s crib area, a bedroom and a kitchen area which are typical 
locations in the home that patient care is provided. The area will provide real time simulation in 
the medical care of the sick and injured and will provide the opportunity for personnel to receive 
required continuing education credits. ($38,900.00) 

 
(3) The last one is for national accreditation of the Seminole County 

EMS/Fire/Rescue Division for the EMS service. This pays for the fees and the travel costs of the 
accreditation team. ($13,000.00) 
 



 
CURRENT GRANT AMOUNT:   $307,668.00   
 
PREVIOUSLY AWARDED (EMS Trust Fund):    $297,582.00   
 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:     $605,250.00   
 
GRANT FUNDING TYPE:       COMPETITIVE  ⌧ENTITLEMENT     
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